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ABSTRACT

A In the present article discusses the policy messsin the field of gender equality in the RepublicAzerbaijan
under the leadership of national leader HeydareMiyStressed that it was thanks to the decisiyesdiken by Heydar
Aliyev, came socio-political transformation of womeAs a result of the policy in law was approveddgr equality;
received its legal registration of the guaranteadtigipation of women in government. The RepublfcAzerbaijan
officially joined many international acts and doants to eradicate female discrimination. For a ifipelcperiod of
gender policy of the Azerbaijani authorities acqditinstitutional framework. According to the decdehe President of
the Republic of Azerbaijan dated 14 January 1988, State Committee on Women, to coordinate ancttdire state

policy on women.

March 6, 2000 followed by a new decree "On the anm@ntation of the state policy regarding womenhia t
Republic of Azerbaijan”, which reflected the mareas of women's participation in state and puldimiaistration. In the
same year, on the basis of 12 Beijing strategies @&veloped and initiated the National Action PtanWomen; it
identifies specific areas of concern and measweisnprove the status of women. The article discdissedetail the

activities of government agencies to implementehasasures.

As a result of existing policies in the Republic Aferbaijan for the years began the transition dqoia¢

opportunities for women.
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INTRODUCTION
1998-2003 has special importance in the histoth@fconstruction of legal state in Azerbaijah.351].

Just after Law Reform Commission’s starting itsratien under the leadership of Heydar Aliyev inhars time
more than 10 new codes, as well as, Labor Codesbrugry 1, 1999, Family Code, as well as, Civil &l Procedural
Codes on December 28, Criminal Code on DecemberC8@le of Administrative Offences on July 11, Crialin
Procedural Code on July 14, the Election Code oy Ba 2003 and other codes, as well as, about 12006 were
adopted. Legal reforms conducted in the countryeviirsed on a serious conception and the experidrnice construction
of legal state of developed states based on iteusal democratic principles, at the same time stagehood history and

traditions of Azerbaijani people were standing tsrbiase 2, 22].
On December 25, 2001 ratification of European Catisa “On the Protection of Human Rights and
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Fundamental Freedoms” and its protocols no. 1, dnd 7 by Azerbaijan Republi@][was another manifestation of the
strategic course directed to the provision of ggand freedoms of country citizens of Great Leadeydar Aliyev. On
December 24, 2002 Constitutional Law “on the retjora of implementation of human rights and freedoimsthe
Republic of Azerbaijan” signed by the presidentlt# country, Heydar Aliyev was aimed to be adapte@€onvention

dealing with the implementation of human rights &e@doms in the Republic of Azerbaijat].[

Referendum act “on making changes in the Congiitutif Azerbaijan Republic” conducted on August 24 a
affected on September 19 of 2002 was an importzniten the process of improvement of the constital basis of legal

state in Azerbaijan. There were made 39 amendnte 24 articles of Constitution by referendush. [

On March 5, 2002 the president of the country, Heysliyev signed Decree on the application of Citnsbnal
Law of Azerbaijan Republic “on commissioner for hamrights (Ombudsman) of Azerbaijan Republi@]. [On July 2,
2002 law was adopted on making amendments and ebdngsome legislative acts of Azerbaijan Reputgliated to the
application of Constitutional Law of Azerbaijan Rigic “on Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsmanrf)
Azerbaijan Republic”. On the same day Doctor of @istry, professor Suleymanova Elmira Teymur wastek as the
first ombudsman of the republié,[10-11].

There was established State Committee on Womeri&ra\oy the decree dated on January 14, 1998 ef th
President of Azerbaijan Republic for the purposéngilementation of gender policg][ Doctor of Medicine, Professor
Zahra Guliyeva was appointed as the chairman & ¢inganization. By the way, this committee was fingt state

organization of women'’s affairs managed from algingnter in CIS.

It was assigned to Cabinet of Ministers to devekipvant suggestion s for the purpose of increafiegole of
women in the political, social, economic and cudtuife of the country by the other decree abouaisuees on increasing

the role of women in Azerbaijan” of the Presiddrattwas given on the same d&y [

Extremely wide range duties and tasks of this tustins were identified in the “Regulations on tBéate
Committee on Women's Issues of Azerbaijan Repulalgroved by the decree of Heydar Aliyev dated ebr&ary 20,
1998. [LO, 376-377].

In the “Regulations” not only the duties of Commétwere interpreted in detail, but also its righitse being
listed quite widely; the mentioned institution wgiven significant powers related to both domestid also foreign
activity [10, 377-378].

SCWA is based on the following strategies in it8vity: strengthening national mechanisms for thevision of
equality; including the issue of equality betweemdgers in the legislation, social policy, stategoams and projects;

preparation and distribution of gender based simtiformation fL10, 27].

There were four department of Committee — Womeintsigand social protection (3 people), International
relations (3 people), General Department (2 pepf@)ancial —economic department (3 people) andinieal and
assistant personnel consisting of seven persoreschiirman of SCWA was appointed by the Presidedtfiast Deputy
Chairman and two Vice-Chairmen assisted to him/Rersonnel and programs were financed from the sameal
budget and in 2003 total finance was 568, 5 milkatN and this was 0, 38% of total governmental s¢k2, 24].

SCWA cooperated with Parliament in the field of thevision of gender equality and expansion of the

Index Copernicus Value: 3.0 — Articles can be semd editor.bestjournals@gmail.com



Formation of the Institutional Framework of the State Policy Regarding Women in 63
the Republic of Azerbaijan in the Context of Building the Rule of Law (1998-2003)

opportunities of women. So, Committee conducteatudisions together with Parliament when there any igathe

legislation in the field of provision of gender edjty [11, 29].

Committee translated the recommendations on trenbedl participation of women and men in decisiokinta
in political and state level, human trafficking fitre purpose of sexual abuse and protection of Widinzen violence by
the Committee of Ministers of Council of Europe atidseminated them among governmental and non-gmesrtal
organizations. In 1998 and 2003 two National Womé&Zongress were held. In addition, Committee bdgarork on

National Human Development Report on the Gendeticgls supported by UNDP and Government of Norvi&y 25].

During the period after the establishment of SCWA ¢tonditions of gender mainstreaming in the cquhave
been significantly changed towards the recognittdrgender policy as an integral part of democréitrafrom the

strategy of gender awarene$s,[18].

One of the important events in strengthening tlyalle- normative base of gender policy in Azerbaiyeas
related to signing the decree on “the implementatid national women’s policy in Azerbaijan Republly Heydar
Aliyev on March 6, 200014, 311-318].

The function of control of the implementation oftllecree was assigned to State Committee on Women'’s
Affairs, and it, in its turn, every year was prapgrand submitting report based on the informatibtained from relevant

ministers, bodies and institutions on the impleragoh of the decree of the president to Cabinddioisters.

Thus, the decree of 6 March stemmed from the nigetss eliminate gender disproportion in governnant
structures and actually, it can be considered asmpartant stage in the progress of our countrynfiequal rights to equal

opportunities, that’s the provision of women'’s tighnd freedoms in practice.

In June of 2000, “National Action Plan on womenraaf for 2000-2005 in Azerbaijan Republic” was atgalpby
the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Azejaai All governmental structures, as well as, soe-governmental
organizations participated in the process of theparation of NAP 12, 27]. This program was developed based on 12
strategies of Beijing Platform covering a wide rangf various problems related to women taking icbmsideration
national priorities 15, 355-383].

The members of Coordinating Board regularly heldetings; achievements obtained related to the
implementation of National Plan were discusseduichsmeetings and obstacles arising during its implgation and its
solutions were identified. Relevant trainings weomducted in 10 regions by the support of the UNdZdn's Fund in

order to increase the safety of birth and main &@reew born 11, 3].

So, the strategy of inclusion of gender into theespolicy began to be implemented in two levelgexd#cuting
authorities: in the level of ministries and bodileat are the integral part of the Cabinet of Mimist(Coordinating Board):

in the level of regions’ executive powers coordétbby the Apparatus of Presidehi] 28].

Soon, there were established department on gendielems within the composition of executive auttiesi of 16
regions of the country, significant organizatiorakchnical support was provided to State Commite@omen’s affairs
and woman NGO, researches and important interredtidocuments which refer to gender equality weaadiated to
Azerbaijani language and a number of cascade miggnivere conducted on the topic of gender equiliy 7]. Lack of

resources for supporting gender initiatives in ptacaused to difficulties at that time. One ofithportant obstacles that
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limited the efficiency of NAP was related to noieahtion of sufficient financial fund for the impfentation of 95

specific measures that had been implied withifrismework. [L2, 28]

According to the results of survey conducted by SCW 84 regions related to the implementation & tasks
and duties set forth in the decree dated on Mar@060 of the President of Azerbaijan Republicyd®b among 1947
representatives of heads of executive power wenmemoin villages and 38 among 2724 heads of murditgmawere
women. 467 out of the elected members in the mpaliclections held in 1999 were women and 2104%Rerh were men.
Women headed 45 out of 927 joint stock companies1&802 out of 19609 enterprises functioning in hgions. Only
2278 were women among 17229 persons working indafercement and judicial bodies. In addition, adowg to the
information of 2004, only 3 women headed the exgewuthorities and 279 men and 45 women were wugrki judicial
system 17, 24-25, 54, 60]. Only 22 persons out of 410 defwtgds of executive authorities were women andua®b
577 heads of department working in the structufesxecutive bodies at that time. Only 5 out of &gwns working at
higher positions in the health of republic were veonfiL8, 49]. The existence of stereotypes about soclasrof women

and men in the society also said its word on gssé.

As a result of the elections held in 2000, 13 dut2b members of country’s parliament, that's 1M women.
Though this was lower than the quote of 30% deteechiby the Economic and Social Board of UNO, it \Wwager in

comparison with regional countries (Armenia, Irdorkey, Russia, Georgial 9, 133].

According to the information referring to 2004, ldimatic corps of our state in abroad consisted7& fieople,
and 10 of them were women. One among 25 ambassafiérzerbaijan Republic and one among 2 vice-colsnaere
women. 41 out of 199 people working at the dipldmpositions in the central office of the Ministo§ Foreign Affairs, as

well as, only one among 14 chiefs of departmendstaout of 22 heads of departments were wort&nJ9].

During the mentioned years, government took impantaeasures related to the protection of healtluition of
women. Young Family Program (1999-2003) approvedheyorder no. 27s dated on February 16, 1999e0Ctbinet of

Ministers of Azerbaijan Republic had certain pravis related to the provision of health of youngwem RQ].

Since 2000, reproductive health program startedtfoning and within its framework, 27 family plamgi centers
were opened. Relevant information was disseminatedhigh —quality services were provided to womefertile age by
these centerd], 7].

Since 2001, the program on the prevention of vicdeagainst women has being implemented for the @rapb
of law enforcement agencies (police, prosecutoffcey courts) related to the problem of violencgamst women
approved as a strategic direction in the Nationatidty Plan. In 2001, Azerbaijan participated ihet Regional
Information Campaign called “Life without violencesf Azerbaijan UNFEM. 2003, State Committee on Women’'s
Affairs translated the recommendations of CountiEarope on “the protection of women from violenaaid “human
trafficking for sexual exploitation” and related this issue, there was established working groupsisting of

governmental and non-governmental organizationgedlsas, experts of MM.1[1, 10-11].

Related to the implementation of decision of “Peogron the employment of refugees and internallpldéed
women” dated on September 26, 2000 approved byn€almf Ministers, State Committee on Women's Afair
implemented relevant programs directed to the impmeent of the condition of refugee and internalgpthced women,

including joint women together with the Ministry afabor and Social Protection and State Committeedeals of
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Refugees and Internally Displaced Persdrs 14].

SCWA created database on women working at sengitipos in regions, ministries and bodies, as walhds of

higher educational institutions and women workinerée L1, 17].

“The list of industries, professions (positionspipibited to apply woman labor, working conditioreirig difficult
and hazardous, as well as, underground works” apprby the decision no.170 dated on October 209 L abinet of

Ministers of Azerbaijan was an important legal doemt P1].

According to the law “on reduced working hours ofilcservants for various categories” adopted onel@2,
2001, there should be determined working hour noentiban 36 hours in a week for women who are negjpant and

don’t have a baby at a year and a half being iih sérvice R2].

The adoption of Law “On employment” (July 2, 20043s important in this respect that determined &zl
economic and organizational basis of state pohcthe field of support to employment, as well datesprovisions in the

field of labor of citizens and social protectionusfemployed peopl2p].

During the mentioned period, there was benefitesyst for various social categories, as well womerthin
country. There were benefits or allowances for wormecording to pregnancy and birth, raising childhree years —old,
caring for sick child etc. In 2002, there was sp&tate fund in the amount of 190,8 billion manathwvithe currency of that
period for the payment of all types of family allamces, and this was 3,6 times more than the fuadtdpr analogical
purposes in 199513, 81-82].

On January 17, 2004, the government of AzerbaijepuRlic assigned to State Committee on Women'sikffa
(SCWA) to develop the second and third (combinegprt on certain Convention. This report coverefi6t2004 and it
was developed in accordance with the guiding ppiesiof CEDAW Committe€lf3, 6].

By the way, we should note that for the period raftee first report the government of Azerbaijan Rajc
implemented a number legislative acts directechitprovement of condition of women taking intmsinleration the
final notes related to that report of CEDAW Comasittand the decrees dated on January 14, 1998 atath 8la2000 of
the President of the country, National Activity Bram and codes adopted at that period are evidéoictss.

So, existing provisions on the rights and freedafsitizens, as well as, women in the country’s stdation
started to be implemented in a practical way byl#ugslative acts adopted in 1998- 2003. Just dutirese years, we
witness the implementation of effective measureshim direction of transition of gender equality frade-jure level

gradually to de-facto level.
SUMMARY

In the present article discusses the policy measur¢he field of gender equality in the RepublicAzerbaijan
under the leadership of national leader HeydareMiyStressed that it was thanks to the decisiyesdiken by Heydar
Aliyev, came socio-political transformation of womeAs a result of the policy in law was approveddgr equality;
received its legal registration of the guaranteadtigipation of women in government. The RepublfcAzerbaijan
officially joined many international acts and doants to eradicate female discrimination. For a ifipelcperiod of
gender policy of the Azerbaijani authorities acqditinstitutional framework. According to the decdahe President of

the Republic of Azerbaijan dated 14 January 1988, State Committee on Women, to coordinate ancttdire state
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policy on women.

March 6, 2000 followed by a new decree "On the am@ntation of the state policy regarding womenhi t
Republic of Azerbaijan”, which reflected the mareas of women's participation in state and puldimiaistration. In the
same year, on the basis of 12 Beijing strategies @eveloped and initiated the National Action PtanWomen; it
identifies specific areas of concern and measweisnprove the status of women. The article discdidsedetail the

activities of government agencies to implementehaeasures.

As a result of existing policies in the Republic Aferbaijan for the years began the transition dqoia¢

opportunities for women.
CONCLUSIONS

Establishment of Sate Committee on Women'’s Affaigning decree on “the implementation of natiomaman
policy in the Republic of Azerbaijan”, developmearid implementation of National Activity Plan for @B20005 on
women'’s affairs in the Republic of Azerbaijan, atiop of codes meeting the standards of modern deatiogule of law
and provision of comprehensive support for womeights in these codes can be considered as impastaps in the

direction of restoration of just actual equality.
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